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Noah's wife Naamah is called upon by God to gather the seeds of every type of plant on Earth
and bring them safely onto the ark before the great flood.

From School Library JournalKindergarten-Grade 3. In a departure from the numerous versions
of Noah and the ark, this story centers on Noah's wife, Naamah. After God commands Noah to
build an ark and gather all the animals, he then commands Naamah to gather two of every seed.
Dutifully, she collects seeds from every tree from "acacia to ziziphus," from every flower from
"the amaryllis to the zinnia," and fruits and vegetables from "apples to zucchini." They are
carefully arranged on the ark and clearly labeled as a garden, not as food supplies. This garden
provides a peaceful respite for Noah and Naamah from the fretful and noisy storm-tossed
animals. Later, it is Naamah who soothes the Raven sent out as the first messenger and plants
all the growing things after the Flood and whom God calls the Mother of Seed. The text is low-
key, descriptive, and suitable for reading aloud to audiences in search of a gentle heroine; it will
appeal to those who revere growing things and enjoy biblical tales. The watercolor art aptly
conveys the mood and provides vivid splashes of greens, reds, oranges, and blues although
some of the scenes seem more appropriate for the Garden of Eden than the Flood.?Susan Pine,
New York Public LibraryCopyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.From BooklistAges 4^-7.
Noah's wife is hardly mentioned in the Bible, and she gets little more attention in Jewish
midrash. That does not deter Sasso, a rabbi and the author of several well-received books for
children, including But God Remembered (1995). Here, Noah's wife is named Naamah, a play
on the Hebrew word pleasing, because her deeds are pleasing to God. She successfully
completes the task that God asks of her: to save each plant on the earth. Before the rain falls,
Naamah scours the world looking for growing things. Even the ubiquitous dandelion comes
along--though only at God's prodding. Once on the ark, Noah and his wife use the room with the
plants as a place of peace. When the rain stops, Naamah happily sets about to make the earth
green once again. Sasso succeeds admirably at bringing a feminine presence to the stories of
the Bible. She also helps children understand the responsibility that people have to be stewards
of the earth. Andersen's colorful paintings have texture and depth that add to the appealing tale;
however, a visual key to the plants named would have been nice. Ilene CooperFrom Kirkus
ReviewsIn this original story, based on ``ancient texts,'' the day before the flood finds Noah
gathering two of each animal, while God has exhorted Noah's wife, Naamah, to gather seeds
from every flower and tree: ``Work quickly. The rains begin tomorrow.'' Naamah ties on an apron
with many pockets and goes forth to gather spores, seeds, acorns, pine cones, and more, plants
them in clay pots and carries them onto the ark to create Naamah's Garden. When the flood
waters recede, she spreads her green and growing things over the land: ``Whenever someone



digs in the earth and plants a seed, God remembers the Mother of Seed and Naamah's garden
continues to grow.'' Sasso (But God Remembered, 1995, etc.) embroiders a brief reference to
Noah's wife into an overlong tale that has charm, but lacks the power and beauty of older
favorites. The illustrator has created primitive, dreamlike scenes of Naamah, Noah, and the
animals (there are no children aboard this ark). Color washes, scratchboard techniques, and
diagonal designs capture the motion of trees in the wind, and the whirling of the waters of the
flood. (Picture book. 5-8) -- Copyright ©1997, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights
reserved.ReviewEntrusted with God's task, Noah's wife, Naamah, gathers the seeds of every
living plant on Earth, discovering a fabulous array of growing things. Collecting seeds, bulbs,
cuttings, spores and roots, Naamah fills a room on the Ark with every type of plant from
amaryllis, moss, lillies and soybeans to wheat, rosemary, and even dandelions. During the 40
long days and nights on the Ark, Naamah and Noah discover that Naamah's "garden" is
unexpectedly value in more ways than one! And after the Great Flood is over and it is time to
return the plants to the earth, Naamah's real work begins. Nondenominational, nonsectarian,
and endorsed by Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish religious leaders, A Prayer For The Earth is a
marvelous picture which lights the spiritual imagination of young readers ages 4-8 as it inspires
them to follow Naamah's caring example by protecting every living plant from acacia to ziziphus!
-- Midwest Book ReviewFrom the Back CoverAt last, we learn the secret of how plants
recovered from the Great Flood. In this nurturing story, Naamah....inspires us all to carry on her
tradition as stewards of Earth s garden.Michael J. Caduto, co-author, The Keepers of the Earth
books; founder, P.E.A.C.E. (Programs for EnvironmentalA story for people of all faith traditions.
With humor, tenderness, and wisdom, it speaks nevertheless with urgency: Care for creation it is
God s gift to us.Rev. Carla V. Berkedal, Founding Director, Earth Ministry, Seattle, WAA lovely
tale....Children of all ages should be drawn to this parable for our times.Tomie dePaola, artist/
author of books for childrenAbout the AuthorSandy Eisenberg Sasso, author of the award-
winning God's Paintbrush, In God's Name, But God Remembered, and A Prayer for the Earth is
Rabbi of Congregation Beth-El Zedeck in Indianapolis. She is active in the interfaith community
and has written and lectured on the renewal of spirituality and the discovery of the religious
imagination in children of all faiths. She was the second woman ever to be ordained as a rabbi
(1974) and the first rabbi to become a mother.Bethanne Andersen lives along a river in Idaho
with her husband and two sons. She received an M.F.A. from Brigham Young University and
studied illustration in the Masters Program at the School of Visual Arts in New York. Her work is
in many museums and university and private collections.Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All
rights reserved."Walk across the land and gather the seeds of all the flowers and all the trees.
Take two of every kind of living plant....Work quickly. The rains begin tomorrow."Read more
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Dawn Cooper, “Brand New!. This book looks like it has only been handled by the gloved hands
of a collector!My daughter Naamah (pronounced nie-AM-ah) was shocked and thrilled to see
her name on a book and began to collect seeds like the Naamah in the story.What a find! And
what a great price! Beautiful artwork in the pictures!”

The book by Sandy Eisenberg Sasso has a rating of 5 out of 5.0. 2 people have provided
feedback.
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